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FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

MESSENGER 
(Disciples of Christ) 

February, 2009 
840 Tenth Street                                   Church telephone: 509.758.2943  
Clarkston, WA 99403-2121            E- mail:firstchr@clearwire.net 

Web Site: firstchristianchurchclarkston.com 

Our Mission:  “Honor God, strive to be more like Jesus, love and welcome all,  
bring others to discipleship, and put faith into action locally and globally.” 

 

 Rev. David L. Carringer, Minister  

CHURCH STAFF:      CHURCH LEADERSHIP:              MINISTRY CHAIRS:   
LaRose Clark, Administrative Assistant       Lee Ann Hancock, Moderator              Bob Packwood, Administration 
Dani Layes, Music Coordinator      Bob Packwood, Vice Moderator             Ruth Bosserman, Nurture   
Cameron Layes, Pianist/Accompanist    Janice Dumbauld, Secretary              Linda Mael, EOH                                      
Cathy Larrabee, Organist     Ann Koenig, Treasurer               Dixie Carringer, Diaconate 
Becca Koenig, Childcare Attendant    Sue Wilson, Financial Secretary             Lee English, Elders 
Helen Bowden, Custodial Service       Ruth Bosserman, DWM                             
           Marcia Craddock, DWM   

TRUSTEES 
Stamey English, Ronnie Mock, Bob Packwood

9Do not be quick to anger, 
   for anger lodges in the bosom of fools.  
10Do not say, ‘Why were the former days better 
than these?’ 
   For it is not from wisdom that you ask this.  
11Wisdom is as good as an inheritance, 
   an advantage to those who see the sun.  
12For the protection of wisdom is like the 
protection of money, 
   and the advantage of knowledge is that 
wisdom gives life to the one who possesses it. 

Ecclesiastes 7:9-12 
�

CONGREGATIONAL NEWS  
 

�� Service Opportunities��  
at First Christian Church 

Children Worship and Wonder: Children 
Worship & Wonder offers an exciting way to 
approach faith formation with children. The 
approach recognizes children as spiritual beings 
who already have a relationship with God.  
Through Children Worship & Wonder, children 
learn about God as they experience God. They 
hear Bible stories in a way that allows them to 
enter into the stories and form responses out of 
their own life experiences. Children Worship & 
Wonder can be used with children ranging in 
age from 3 to 13 and a wide age range can be 

grouped together in one class. It is a 
Montessori-based model and often works 
wonders with children who have attention 
deficit problems. 
 In this program there are two types of 
volunteers that are needed.  They are called 
Story-Tellers and greeters.  The Story-Tellers 
are people who have been through a fourteen 
hour training class in which they learn to lead 
the children in worship, through song, story and 
response.  The greeters are volunteers who have 
gone through an introductory training.  They 
welcome the children to the worship center and 
assist the children in participating in the worship 
experience by helping them to focus on the 
Story-Teller and being in worship of God. 
 Opportunities to be greeters or Story-
Tellers are available.  This Worship service 
coincides with the community service.  It 
typically starts after the children’s moment in 
the community service. 
P.O.C. Marcia Craddock or Linda Mael  
 
Workshop Rotational Model Children’s 
Christian Education:  Teaches major Bible 
stories and concepts through kid-friendly 
multimedia workshops: an Art workshop, 
Drama, Music, Games, A-V, Puppets, 
Storytelling, Computers, and any other 
educational media you can get your hands on. 
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Teach the same Bible story in all of the 
workshops for four or five weeks rotating the 
kids to a different workshop each week. And 
here comes the extremely teacher friendly part: 
Keep the same teacher in each workshop for all 
five weeks -teaching the same lesson week after 
week (with some age appropriate adjustments) 
to each new class coming in.  
 If you feel called to participate in this 
very important ministry, through which we are 
passing on the stories of our faith to a new 
generation, we would love to have you 
involved. This program occurs Sunday morn- 
ings at 9:30 A.M. 
P.O.C. Tamara Byrd 
 
Adult Christian Education: Sunday’s at 9:30 
A.M. 
 Upper Roomers:  Join a class that uses 
the International Sunday School Lessons from 
STANDARD Lesson Quarterly and occasional 
videos.   P.O.C. Barbara Brown 
 Pastor’s class:  Join a class that utilizes 
the scriptures listed in the Revised Common 
Lectionary as a starting point for discussion.  
P.O.C. Rev. Carringer 
 
Salvation Army Dinner:  Help serve a meal at 
the Salvation Army on every fifth Monday.  
P.O.C. Marcia Craddock 
 
Snake River Clinic Dinner: Help provide a 
meal to the volunteer staff at the clinic on the 
first Tuesday and Thursday of every month.  
P.O.C. Karen Schmadeka or Ruth 
Bosserman 
 
Nurture Ministry:  Our Nurture Ministry is 
responsible for nurturing the congregation’s 
relationship with God through Jesus our Christ, 
both individuals and the corporate body.  It does 
this by assisting and providing resources for 
study and prayer.  This ministry is specifically 
responsible for the Worship services, Christian 
Education and Fellowship events.  This ministry 
meets the first Thursday of every month at 7 
P.M. 
P.O.C. Ruth Bosserman 
 
Hospitality, Outreach and Evangelism 
Ministry:  Our Outreach Ministry is responsible 

for sharing the Love of God with the world 
outside of the walls of our congregation.  It does 
this by sharing the gifts our congregation has 
received and by introducing Jesus Christ into 
our community in a variety of ways, to include 
witnessing, inviting and hospitality to others, 
including visitors to our church.  This ministry 
is specifically responsible for the Outreach 
giving and serving, Evangelism and Hospitality.  
The ministry meets the fourth Monday of every 
month at 6 P.M. 
P.O.C.  Anita Turner or Sue Wilson. 
 
Choir:   The choir shares their love of singing 
with God and the congregation as a form of 
worship to our creator, sustainer and redeemer.  
It meets every Wednesday evening at 6 P.M.  
Everyone is encouraged to participate regardless 
of ability.  Come lift your voice in unison with 
us to God.  
P.O.C. Dani Layes 
 
Host a Fellowship Time:  An important part of 
any congregation is fellowship.  It is our current 
practice to gather in the basement of the church 
after every worship service to fellowship with 
one another.  This time also gives everyone an 
opportunity to meet our guests and to get to 
know one another better.  A Host is responsible 
for providing food and refreshments, set-up and 
clean-up.  This is ideal for a small group 
working together. 
P.O.C. Barbara Brown or Ruth Bosserman 
 
Family Promise: At First Christian Church 
(DOC) in Clarkston, we have the great pleasure 
of hosting families who have found themselves 
without a home through an organization known 
as “Family Promise”.  The experience of 
working together on this meaningful program 
has lifted the spirits of those involved.  It has 
also brought a new life and renewed sense of 
purpose to our church.  We work with 1st 
Presbyterian (USA) in Clarkston as our partner 
in this ministry.  This has acquainted us with our 
neighbors and introduced us to other Christians 
who share our passion to serve those in need.  
Being involved in Family Promise is a 
rewarding experience and we pray we are able 
to continue in this ministry for years to come.  
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We host a family approximately every ten 
weeks.  All are welcome to help.  
P.O.C. Marcia Craddock 
 
Disciples Women Ministry: Is a mission, study 
and fellowship group welcoming all women of 
the church.  Its purpose is to provide 
opportunities for spiritual growth, enrichment, 
education and creative ministries to enable 
women to develop a sense of personal 
responsibility for the whole mission of the 
church of Jesus Christ.  It is also meant to 
provide a channel through which women in the 
congregations and the regional Women's 
Ministries in the United States and Canada, may 
be joined in fellowship and find means for 
effective participation in the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ).  It meets on the first 
Tuesday of each month at noon for a potluck 
lunch and general meeting and the last Saturday 
of each month at 8:15 A.M. for breakfast and 
fellowship at Station 3. 
P.O.C. Marcia Craddock or Ruth Bosserman 
 
Christian Men’s Fellowship: Is a men’s group 
that has been meeting for breakfast on the last 
Saturday of every month.  Its goal is to minister 
to the unique needs of the men in the church, 
enabling them to fulfill their potential as 
servants of God, thereby strengthening the total 
ministry of the church.  
P.O.C. Rev. Carringer 
 
Youth Group: CYF-Tactical Christian 
Support.  This group meets on Wednesday 
evening at 7:00.  A typical meeting consists of 
recreation, discussion, fellowship and ends in 
the sanctuary with last words and prayers.  All 
people between the ages of 12 and 18 or still 
enrolled in High School are welcome.  Anyone 
over 21 who is interested in helping is also 
welcome. 
 P.O.C. Fritz Sarbacher or Rev. Carringer 
 
Ladies Bible Study: This is a time of study 
based on a variety of themes found in scripture.  
Two meeting times are available, Tuesday 
evening at 7 P.M. and Wednesday afternoon at 1 
P.M.   
P.O.C. Linda Mael  
 

**************** 

-Family Promise Update- 
 Being the hands and feet of Jesus.  How 
do we do that?  Well, it is happening inside 
Family Promise—bit by bit, piece by piece. 
 The stories read like a novel……Just a 
few years ago, Joni and Paul were living in a 
2000+ square foot home, each working and 
bringing in good incomes.  Then things began to 
happen—an aneurysm bled in Joni’s head and 
everything changed.  The bleeding was con-
trolled by a coil inserted via the femoral to the 
carotid artery into the small out pocketing of the 
vessel that had broken.  This caused the blood to 
coagulate and seal off the bleeding area.  But 
Joni was no longer thinking clearly and could no 
longer work.  Accordingly the family could not 
afford their beautiful home.  Although Paul’s 
insurance covered Joni’s medical bills in large 
part, the bills not covered were building.  In the 
meantime more medical complications emerged.  
Soon the family faced homelessness.  But 
Family Promise was there.  Joni says, “We are 
not trying to keep it a secret that we are 
homeless.  We are telling everyone what a 
blessing Family Promise has been to us.  Dave 
Ramsey’s course from the Financial Peace 
University (a required course for Family 
Promise participants) has revolutionized how 
we manage money.” (They have now saved 
enough money to rent a house.) “The other 
guests in Family Promise that we have shared 
this experience with have become a part of our 
family.”   
 And indeed they have.  Joni mothers the 
young women and their children.  Just after 
New Years the family was again broken hearted 
when Paul’s father passed away.  “We had the 
resources to travel to Spokane to the funeral 
largely because of the principles learned in 
Dave Ramsey’s course,” Joni tells us.  In 
another week they expect to be moving into 
their rented home.  In the meantime, Joni is 
creating beautiful Valentines cards with her 
scrap booking skills.  “Ron (Family Promise 
director) is encouraging me to sell these,” says 
Joni. 
 Cassie, a mother with three children 
whose multiple sclerosis has made keeping up 
with her three year old next to impossible, has 
graduated from Family Promise and is now in 
an apartment and aligned with resources that 
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will help her life to become manageable.  
Within a short time after Cassie was diagnosed 
with MS she lost her mother because of breast 
cancer and her father who is a cancer survivor 
was also diagnosed with MS.  He is now in a 
wheel chair. 
 Lesley, a single mom with a one year old 
and three year old, has taken parenting classes, 
is completing her GED, and this week she 
moved into a home with her brother but 
continues to follow her case plan checking in 
twice a week.  She and her daughters were 
baptized in the Lutheran Church recently.  She 
hopes to go on to college. 
 Two new families have joined us 
recently—a mother, father and one child with us 
but they have four other children (who now are 
staying with other families who have opened 
their homes through “Community on Call”).  
Also a single mom and her four month old have 
just arrived.  We are learning their stories.  
 Thank you so much for being the hands 
and feet of Jesus. 
  

News from the Pews 
� From the mailbox: 
 Blessings to a wonderful church that 
welcomed us with loving and opened arms.  
Blake and I have come a long way since our 
days there with Marvin.  And we continue to 
find churches that follow your footsteps of love 
and caring!  In remembrance and celebrations— 

   Blake, Patti, Keithen,  
            Sumner and Aidon Griffin 

11437 Night Wind Ct. 
Rapid City, SD 57703 

 
Dear Friends, 
 Enclosed is a check to cover my 
subscription to your newsletter which I am 
anxious to receive—a letter from home—this is 
fun. 
 I attend First Christian Church in Salem 
most Sundays, son Don and family come take 
me.  Sometimes I stay in Turner and I go to First 
Christian here, so I get letters from all three!   
 The church here is really thriving.  I 
think the assistant minister in Salem is a former 
Marine—quite a different occupation than 
shepherding.   

 Best wishes, Happy New Year—the 
weather is not nice here too. 
    Yours, 
                Marcia Vowell   
                                                 7797 1st St. SE 

Turner, OR 97392 
 
 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
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        Saturday, February 14,  
       5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.  
        in the Fireside Room 
       International Soup Day  
      Homemade Bread--Dessert  
  Donations go to buy food for Family 
Promise. 
   Questions? Please contact Marcia 
Craddock. 
 
 

 
Splinters from the Board  

 
 In January in lieu of the monthly Board, 
Admin and Nurture meetings we held our 
annual congregational meeting.   Booklets from 
that meeting are available from the church 
office.  At the meeting the budget was passed 
and changes to our church’s constitution and by-
laws were adopted.  The church library was re-
dedicated and named for Rev. Marvin Dixon. 
The following volunteers were recognized for 
their contributions of time and energy in 2008. 
Children’s Christian Education: 
Karen Schmadeka, Ruth Bosserman, Maureen 
Callahan and Tamara Byrd. 
Adult Christian Education: Barbara Brown 
Children Worship and Wonder: 
Marcia Craddock, Linda Mael, Rick and Linda 
Kramer, and Aaron Riggs.   
Worship Sound and PowerPoint:  
Garrison and Keegan Layes. 
Youth Group:  
Fritz Sarbacher, Aaron Riggs, Heather Klodt 
and John Hancock. 
Unsung Hero: MARCIA CRADDOCK 
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Elders Report 
January 4, 2009 

 The Elders met following church.  
Discussed procedure and possible changes.  
Pastor Carringer requested that following the 
services, one elder from the table go to the front 
door with him and one elder go to the side door 
visiting with members as they leave the services 
or go downstairs for the coffee hour. 
 Meeting closed with prayer. 

    Lee English 
         Chair of Elders 
 
 

-Ministry Reports- 
Hospitality, Evangelism and Hospitality 
ministry— Replacing the hardworking acting 
chair, Sue Wilson, is Linda Mael.  Other 
ministry members include Linda Beck, Don and 
Sue Fuqua, Sally Teichmer and Anita Turner. 
 With the loss of Barbara Brown as 
coordinator of coffee hour, the ministry set 
themselves a schedule to cover Birthday 
Sundays.  The other Sundays are slowly filling 
with only a couple open over the next two 
months.  For information regarding coffee hour, 
talk to Linda Mael or Marcia Craddock. 
 The ministry reviewed a sample annual 
schedule.  The positive is we want to promote 
whatever is already happening at First Christian. 
 A huge thank you to Sue Wilson and 
Barbara Brown for all of the hard work they 
have done in the past year. 
            Linda Mael 

   Ministry chair 
 

  
Words from the Pasture 

 
Strangely I sit here with nothing much to say.  I 
feel like we are catching our breath before we 
continue the race.  I look forward to what new 
people and opportunities God will bring our 
way in 2009.  I pray that we will be given the 
strength and wisdom we need to continue to 
faithfully serve our Lord and Savior.  In service 
to this I want to encourage everyone to spend 
time everyday in prayer and study of scripture 

so that the strength and wisdom that God is 
offering us can be grasped and utilized by us in 
service to our creator.             D.C. 

REGIONAL CHURCH NEWS  
 

NO MORE ZOMBIES-  
Take Action!!! 

2009 Winter Retreats 
Chi-Rho (Jr. High) Session: March 6-8  

CYF (Sr. High) Session: 
March 27-29  

At the Double K in 
Easton, Washington 

Contact the church office for registrations and 
cost. 

 
GENERAL CHURCH NEWS  
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(Washington, D.C. - DNS - Jan. 22, 2009 ) 
- People from a variety of faith perspectives 
have reacted enthusiastically to General 
Minister and President Sharon E. Watkins' 
sermon at the National Prayer Service in 
Washington D.C. The sermon took place on 
Jan. 21, the day after the inauguration of 
the nation's 44th president. 
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SCHEDULES, FACTS AND FIGURES 

January Attendance and Offering   
    Attendance            Money  

      given to support 
       our ministry 

January  4               78            $3,217.80  
January 11              92           $3,232.88 
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January 18            100              $1,850.02     
January 25              71        $5,620.71 
  

Scripture Passages for the Sundays in 
February 

Read ahead, pray and ask questions of the 
pastor. 

1 Feb:    Deuteronomy 18:15-20 
 Psalm 111 
 1 Corinthians 8:1-13 
 Mark 1:21-28 
 8 Feb:   Isaiah 40:21-31           
 Psalm 147:1-11, 20c 
 1 Corinthians 9:16-23 
 Mark 1:29-39 
15 Feb:  2 Kings 5:1-14          
 Psalm 30 
 1 Corinthians 9:24-27    
 Mark 1:40-45 
22 Feb:  2 Kings 2:1-12  
 Psalm 50:1-6 
 2 Corinthians 4:3-6    
 Mark 9:2-9 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

February Birthdays   
  1 Lela Martin 
  2 Doug Eatmon 
  4 Suzanne Ringo 
  7 David Koenig 
12 Maxine Nasland 
15 Sue Wilson 
17 Savannah Carringer 

  21 Marvin Dixon 
 Fritz Sarbacher 
25 Nick Spring 
26 Cathy Wilson 
27 Bill Teal 
28 Ronnie Mock 
 

February Wedding Anniversaries 
  22 Chet and Lela Martin 
 

February Baptism Anniversaries 
20 Ronnie Mock 
 Suzanne Mock 
 Briana Mock 
21 Wayne Teichmer 
27 Suzanne Ringo 
28  

 
Sunday Schedule 

 9:30 am – Christian Education for children 
              and adults. 
     11:00 am – Worship 

Fellowship 
There is always a time of Fellowship in the 
Fireside Room, immediately following worship. 

   * An Elevator is available* 
 

  

First Christian Church  
(Disciples of Christ) 
840 Tenth Street (Diagonal & Sycamore) 
Clarkston Washington 99403 

 


